Correlation of fetal heart rate, maternal heart rate, and age of pregnancy.
External fetal electrocardiography was performed in three groups of normal pregnant patients delivered of normal newborn infants. Maternal and fetal heart rates were compared and maternal heart rates in the three trimesters were analyzed. Mean heart rates, as well as standard deviations of the three groups, were compared in mother and fetus. The results confirm previous work establishing the independence of fetal and maternal heart rates in the absence of maternal hemodynamic changes mediated by various factors.